
This year the CCHS library is participating in the  Kentucky 
Bluegrass Award (KBA) reading program.  

By reading two of the ten KBA books, students will be invited to a 
Pizza Voting Party (in March during school hours) with games and 

prizes.

Books are available at the CCHS library, the Carroll County Public 
Library (CCPL) as well as online. To download an ebook or 

audiobook, student must have a CCPL “3 for Me” free library card (if 
needed, please contact Elizabeth at the CCPL- 502-732-7020).

For more information about the Kentucky Bluegrass Award 
program click on this link:  http://www.kasl.us/about-kba.html 

http://www.kasl.us/about-kba.html


•Read a 2022 - 2023 KBA book.

•Fill out the KBA bookmark and put it in the 
box on the bluegrass nominee book area. 

•Read at least two books on the list and you’ll 
receive an invitation to the bluegrass 
nominee party in March where you will cast 
your vote for your favorite KBA book.

How to Participate

The slides below will give you detailed information about each book to help you decide which books you are 
interested in reading.





A summer heatwave blankets New York City 
in darkness. But as the city is thrown into 
confusion, a different kind of electricity 
sparks… A first meeting.  Long-time friends. 
Bitter exes.  And maybe the beginning of 
something new.  When the lights go out, 
people reveal hidden truths. Love blossoms, 
friendship transforms, and new possibilities 
take flight.  Beloved authors—Dhonielle 
Clayton, Tiffany D. Jackson, Nic Stone, Angie 
Thomas, Ashley Woodfolk, and Nicola 
Yoon—celebrate the beauty of six couples 
and the unforgettable magic that can be 
found on a sweltering starry night in the city.

Kirkus Review

Best-selling YA 
authors of "Blackout" 
on importance of 
centering, celebrating 
Black love

Official Book Trailer

Audiobook and ebook available through the CCPL 
on Hoopla

Fiction Romance

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/dhonielle-clayton/blackout-clayton/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSHz4aMkcrc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhdQMwSkJSI


Gene understands stories―comic book stories, in 
particular. Big action. Bigger thrills. And the hero 
always wins.  But Gene doesn’t get sports. As a kid, 
his friends called him “Stick” and every basketball 
game he played ended in pain. He lost interest in 
basketball long ago, but at the high school where 
he now teaches, it's all anyone can talk about. The 
men’s varsity team, the Dragons, is having a 
phenomenal season that’s been decades in the 
making. Each victory brings them closer to their 
ultimate goal: the California State Championships.  
Once Gene gets to know these young all-stars, he 
realizes that their story is just as thrilling as 
anything he’s seen on a comic book page. He 
knows he has to follow this epic to its end. What he 
doesn’t know yet is that this season is not only 
going to change the Dragons’s lives, but his own 
life as well.

Kirkus Review

Book Trailer

Author Drawing Video

Book Review

NonFiction Sport Graphic Novel

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/gene-luen-yang/dragon-hoops/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQWEccmcC1U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y167JqOd9zI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxUCc8Jhv2c


Eighteen-year-old Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit in, 
both in her hometown and on the nearby Ojibwe reservation. 
She dreams of a fresh start at college, but when family 
tragedy strikes, Daunis puts her future on hold to look after 
her fragile mother. The only bright spot is meeting Jamie, the 
charming new recruit on her brother Levi’s hockey team.  Yet 
even as Daunis falls for Jamie, she senses the dashing 
hockey star is hiding something. Everything comes to light 
when Daunis witnesses a shocking murder, thrusting her into 
an FBI investigation of a lethal new drug.

Reluctantly, Daunis agrees to go undercover, drawing on her 
knowledge of chemistry and Ojibwe traditional medicine to 
track down the source. But the search for truth is more 
complicated than Daunis imagined, exposing secrets and old 
scars. At the same time, she grows concerned with an 
investigation that seems more focused on punishing the 
offenders than protecting the victims.  Now, as the 
deceptions―and deaths―keep growing, Daunis must learn 
what it means to be a strong Anishinaabe kwe (Ojibwe 
woman) and how far she’ll go for her community, even if it 
tears apart the only world she’s ever known.

Kirkus Review

Author Video

Book Trailer

Audio and eBook available on Libby. Audiobook also available on 
Hoopla (both from the CCPL).

Fiction Mystery Thriller

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/angeline-boulley/firekeepers-daughter/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Knsndc96MRk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1ylaXnQp4s


Romania, 1989. Communist regimes are 
crumbling across Europe. Seventeen-year-old 
Cristian Florescu dreams of becoming a writer, 
but Romanians aren’t free to dream; they are 
bound by rules and force. Amidst the tyrannical 
dictatorship of Nicolae Ceaușescu in a country 
governed by isolation and fear, Cristian is 
blackmailed by the secret police to become an 
informer. He’s left with only two choices: betray 
everyone and everything he loves—or use his 
position to creatively undermine the most 
notoriously evil dictator in Eastern Europe.  
Cristian risks everything to unmask the truth 
behind the regime, give voice to fellow 
Romanians, and expose to the world what is 
happening in his country. He eagerly joins the 
revolution to fight for change when the time 
arrives. But what is the cost of freedom?

Book Trailer

Kirkus Review

Historical Fiction Thriller
Audio and ebook available on Libby from CCPLAuthor Video

Official Book Trailer

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/ruta-sepetys/i-must-betray-you/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FT-1Dx5SlLc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djz6mGYNC_U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vei9vBjrKUQ


Tens of thousands of crows invading Auburn, 
Pennsylvania, is a problem for everyone in town except 
seventeen-year-old Leighton Barnes. For Leighton, it’s 
no stranger than her house, which inexplicably repairs 
itself every time her father loses his temper and breaks 
things.  Leighton doesn’t have time for the crows—it’s 
her senior year, and acceptance to her dream college is 
finally within reach. But grabbing that lifeline means 
abandoning her sisters, a choice she’s not ready to 
face.

With her father’s rage worsening and the town in chaos 
over the crows, Leighton allows herself a chance at 
happiness with Liam, her charming classmate, even 
though falling in love feels like a revolutionary act.  
Balancing school, dating, and survival under the 
shadow of sixty thousand feathered wings starts to feel 
almost comfortable, but Leighton knows that this fragile 
equilibrium can only last so long before it shatters.

Kirkus Review

Book Review

Book Talk

eBook and audiobook available on Hoopla through the CCPL.

Science Fiction/Fantasy

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/kyrie-mccauley/if-these-wings-could-fly/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyWLSNnxo2A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ImjKskwjvw&t=257


Life in a small Appalachian town is not easy. 
Cash lost his mother to an opioid addiction 
and his Papaw is dying slowly from 
emphysema. Dodging drug dealers and 
watching out for his best friend, Delaney, is 
second nature. He's been spending his 
summer mowing lawns while she works at 
Dairy Queen. But when Delaney manages to 
secure both of them full rides to an elite prep 
school in Connecticut, Cash will have to 
grapple with his need to protect and love 
Delaney, and his love for the grandparents 
who saved him and the town he has to leave 
behind. Jeff Zentner's new novel is a beautiful 
examination of grief, found family, and young 
love.

Kirkus Review

Author Video
eBook and audiobook available on Libby through the CCPL.

Realistic Fiction

Book Trailer

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/jeff-zentner/in-the-wild-light/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JkhcHfDGEMQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHXyIQD1Ftc


Evie Thomas doesn't believe in love anymore. Especially 
after the strangest thing occurs one otherwise ordinary 
afternoon: She witnesses a couple kiss and is overcome 
with a vision of how their romance began . . . and how it will 
end. After all, even the greatest love stories end with a 
broken heart, eventually.

As Evie tries to understand why this is happening, she finds 
herself at La Brea Dance Studio, learning to waltz, fox-trot, 
and tango with a boy named X. X is everything that Evie is 
not: adventurous, passionate, daring. His philosophy is to 
say yes to everything--including entering a ballroom dance 
competition with a girl he's only just met.

Falling for X is definitely not what Evie had in mind. If her 
visions of heartbreak have taught her anything, it's that no 
one escapes love unscathed. But as she and X dance 
around and toward each other, Evie is forced to question all 
she thought she knew about life and love. In the end, is love 
worth the risk?

Kirkus Review

Book Review

Ebook available on Libby through the CCPL.

Fictional Love Story
Author Video

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/nicola-yoon/instructions-for-dancing/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQz_U2OloV8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1d33QuqBHw


The freeway is coming.

It will cut the neighborhood in two. Construction has already 
started, pushing toward this corridor of condemned houses and 
cracked concrete with the momentum of the inevitable. Yet there 
you are, in the fifth house on the left, fighting for your life.

Ramey, I.

The victim of the bet between two manufactured gods: the 
seductive and lethal Roxy (Oxycontin), who is at the top of her 
game, and the smart, high-achieving Addison (Adderall), who is 
tired of being the helpful one, and longs for a more dangerous, 
less wholesome image. The wager—a contest to see who can 
bring their mark to “the Party” first—is a race to the bottom of a 
rave that has raged since the beginning of time. And you are 
only human, dazzled by the lights and music. Drawn by what the 
drugs offer—tempted to take that step past helpful to 
harmful…and the troubled places that lie beyond.

But there are two I. Rameys—Isaac, a soccer player thrown into 
Roxy’s orbit by a bad fall and a bad doctor and Ivy, his older 
sister, whose increasing frustration with her untreated ADHD 
leads her to renew her acquaintance with Addy.

Which one are you?Kirkus Review

Book Trailer

Author Video

Drug Addiction Fiction

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/neal-shusterman/roxy-shusterman/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvAg6NTCyao
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9NK67fhDRo


This is NOT a history book.
This is a book about the here and now.
A book to help us better understand why we are where we are.
A book about race.

The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep 
power, to create dynamics that separate and silence. This 
remarkable reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's National Book 
Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning reveals the history 
of racist ideas in America, and inspires hope for an antiracist 
future. It takes you on a race journey from then to now, shows 
you why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of racism 
lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas have always been 
easy to fabricate and distribute, they can also be discredited.

Through a gripping, fast-paced, and energizing narrative written 
by beloved award-winner Jason Reynolds, this book shines a 
light on the many insidious forms of racist ideas--and on ways 
readers can identify and stamp out racist thoughts in their daily 
lives. 

Kirkus Review

Author Video 

eBook and audiobook both available on Libby through the 
CCPL.

Book Trailer

NonFiction 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/jason-reynolds/stamped/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFas9f-6K3I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D6Ge1VXySo


Pulga has his dreams.
Chico has his grief.
Pequeña has her pride.

And these three teens have one another. But none of them have 
illusions about the town they've grown up in and the dangers that 
surround them. Even with the love of family, threats lurk around every 
corner. And when those threats become all too real, the trio knows 
they have no choice but to run: from their country, from their families, 
from their beloved home.

Crossing from Guatemala through Mexico, they follow the route of La 
Bestia, the perilous train system that might deliver them to a better 
life--if they are lucky enough to survive the journey. With nothing but 
the bags on their backs and desperation drumming through their 
hearts, Pulga, Chico, and Pequeña know there is no turning back, 
despite the unknown that awaits them. And the darkness that seems 
to follow wherever they go.

In this striking portrait of lives torn apart, the plight of migrants at the 
U.S. southern border is brought to light through poignant, vivid 
storytelling. An epic journey of danger, resilience, heartache, and 
hope.

Audiobook available on Hoopla and Libby through the 
CCPL.

   Book Trailer

Kirkus

Realistic Fiction

Author Video

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/jenny-torres-sanchez/we-are-not-from-here/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a57h0iYu4Ys
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVQ0q86Ar5k

